ACT ONE
SCENE 3
Interior of the cave where the BRIDE lives. At the back is a cross of large
rose-coloured flowers. The round doors have lace curtains with rose-coloured
ties. Around the walls, which are of a white and hard material, are round
fans, blue jars, and little mirrors.
SERVANT: Come right in...
[She is very affable, full of humble hypocrisy. The BRIDEGROOM
and his MOTHER enter. The MOTHER is dressed in black satin and
wears a lace mantilla; the BRIDEGROOM in black corduroy with a
great golden chain.]
Won't you sit down?- They'll be right here.
[She leaves. The MOTHER and SON are left sitting motionless as
statues. Long pause.]
MOTHER: Did you wear the watch?
BRIDEGROOM: Yes.
[He takes it out and looks at it.]
MOTHER: We have to be back on time. How far away these people
live!
BRIDEGROOM: But this is good land.
MOTHER: Good; but much too lonesome. A four-hour trip and not
one house, not one tree.
BRIDEGROOM: This is the wasteland.
MOTHER: Your father would have covered it with trees.
BRIDEGROOM: Without water?
MOTHER: He would have found some. In the three years we were
married he planted ten cherry trees,
[Remembering]
those three walnut trees by the mil], a whole vineyard, and a plant
called Jupiter which had scarlet flowers - but it dried up.
[Pause.]
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